
How is Census Data Used?
* Census data shape the future of our community and     
   define our voice in Congress.
* Census data are used by decision-makers at all levels of 
   government (Federal, State, County, City, etc.) for 
   community planning and development and allocating funds.
* Census data help determine locations for new schools, 
   roads, hospitals, child-care and senior citizen centers, 
   shopping centers, housing, etc.
* Census data are used to distribute more than $300 
   billion in federal funds each year to states and commu
   nities, in a number of areas, e.g.
- educational programs & language classes, 
- health services, health preventive & research programs, 
- programs for elderly, women, infants & children, preschools,
- programs for refugees, 
- employment services and skill development training,
- housing assistance programs, 
- cultural preservation programs,
- public transportation & road rehabilitation, and more.

Why is it important to be counted as Burmese?
* Per census data collected in 2000, only 18,000+                 
   Burmese were counted.
* This number is undoubtedly much lower than the actual number. 
* Burmese people have been neglected and under recognized 
   and have not been able to benefit the many resources and 
   government aids that other Asian groups are receiving.
* It is important that we all get counted together as 
   Burmese so that we can reach the threshold number 
   necessary to get recognized.

Who can be identified as Burmese?
* “Race Category” as defined by the US Census Bureau   
   include people of the same racial and national origin or 
   socio cultural group. 
* “Burmese” as recognized under the Race Category in 
   census definition, include everyone born in Burma or 
   has ancestor originating from Burma.
   The term includes all Chin, Kachin, Karen, Kayah, 
   Palaung, Padaung, Pa-O, Shan, Rakhine, Chinese, 
   Indian, etc. who came from Burma. 
* All ethnic groups and tribes born in Burma or have 
   parents originating from Burma can identify them
   selves as Burmese.
* “Burmese” as defined in Census data does not have the 
   same meaning as “Bama” as defined by genetic or 
   biological or anthropological origin. 
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What benefits can we have for being recognized?
* If we can reach the threshold count, “Burmese” will   
   become a  recognized community group and we will be 
   able to benefit all the above programs through Federal 
   and State funding. 
* Other additional benefits include:
- Grants/ aids to set up “Community Centers”.
- Priority when applying to prestigious schools and/or   
  universities.
- Employment opportunity through equal employment                     
   practices.
- Language & interpreter services, e.g.
      Driver’s license test in own language, medication   
      prescription in own language, translation services for   
      patients, books in our language at local libraries, etc.  
- Funds for community based non-profit organizations.
- Refugees employment programs & refugees assistance 
  programs.

How should the Census Form be filled in?
* Section 9- Race question: 
  Under “Other Asian”, put “Burmese” in the box. 
* As an option, dual races identification is being accepted, 
   but you must first put Burmese in the front to be counted 
   right, e.g.
  “Burmese- Chin”, “Burmese-Karen”, “Burmese-Shan”, etc. 
* If not, your entry will fall under the general category 
  “Other Asian” and your count will not contribute.

Form Sample
9. What is Person 1’s race? Mark      one or more boxes. 

White
Black, African., or Negro
American Indian or Alaska Native  -- Print name of enrolled or principal  tribe .

Asian Indian Japanese Native Hawaiian
Chinese Korean Guamanian or Chamorro
Filipino Vietnamese Samoan
Other Asian -- --   Print race, for
example-Hmong, Laotian, Thai,
Pakistan Cambodian and so on

Other  Pacific Islander ___ Print
race for example Fijian, Tongan
and so on

Some other race -----Print race

B  U   R  M  E  S   E

What is the Census?
*  The Census is a count of everyone living in the U.S.    
*  The U.S Constitution requires a national census 
    once every 10 years.
*  The next census will take place in April 2010.
*  Your participation in the Census is required by law.
*  Census questionnaires will be mailed or delivered 
    to every household in February/March 2010.
*  It contains only a few simple questions and takes 
    less than 10 minutes to complete and return.
*  Federal law protects the personal information you 
    share in the census.
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